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RESOLUTION OF THE LIBERIAN NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION  AT ITS ANNUAL 
ASSEMBLY HELD FROM MARCH 26 -27 2021, IN THE CITY OF BENSONVILLE  

BENTOL  MONTSERRADO  COUNTY, REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 
 

PREAMBLE 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the Liberian National Bar Association which 
requires the holding of an Annual Assembly each year, members of the Bar Association 
(LNBA), by directive of the National Executive Council, convened in Bentol City 
Montserrado County, for the holding of its Annual Assembly for the year 2021; 
 

1. WHEREAS, the theme for the 2021 Assembly is: “Upholding the Fraternity of the 
Legal Profession in Promoting Adherence to the Rule of Law”;  

 
WHEREAS, delegates attending the Annual Assembly of 2021 noted with satisfaction the 
presence of: 
 
Her Honor Sie A-nyene Yuoh ,Associate Justice of the Honorable Supreme Court of the 
Republic of Liberia:  
His Honor Phillip A. Z Banks Retired Associate Justice of the Honorable Supreme Court 
of Liberia  
His Honor Associate George E. Henries Former Associate Justice of the Honorable 
Supreme Court of Liberia.   

Her Honor Judge Eva Mappy Morgan President of the National Association of Trial 

Judges of Liberia, Madam. Sunshine Ison International Director United States Embassy 

in Liberia     

Hon. Florence Brandy Superintendent Montserrado County Republic of Liberia Cllr. T. 
Negbalee Warner, Dean, Louis Arthur Grimes School of Law James D. Jallah, Country 
Representative, Cater Center Liberia and former Presidents of the National Bar 
Association  
 
WHEREAS, the National President, Cllr. Tiawan S. Gongloe officially convened the 
Meeting at 10:00 and presented the agenda for the Assembly, which was adopted as 
presented. 
 
WHEREAS complimentary greetings were made from some invited guest and esteem 
members of the National Bar to include Her Honor Sie A-nyene Yuoh, Associate Justice 
of the Supreme Court, Judge Eva Mappy Morgan President of the National Trial Judges 
Association of Liberia, Madam Sunshine Ison, International Director United States 
Embassy in Liberia, and Joseph Jallah Country Representative Carter Center Liberia. 
 
WHEREAS representatives from the United States Embassy and the Carter Center 
lauded the National Bar for the pro bono legal aid services being rendered to improve 
access to justice in Liberia.  
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WHEREAS Retired Associate Justice Phillips A.Z Banks provided cogent information on 
the ongoing publications of the unpublished opinions of the Honorable Supreme Court of 
Liberia from 2004 till present. Retired Justice Banks declared that so far 3 volumes have 
been complete and published.  
   
WHEREAS the President of the National trial judges association of Liberia admonished 
Lawyers to endeavor to uphold the rule of law as agents of change in Liberia. Judge Eva 
Mappy Morgan propounded that the duty was on every lawyer to provide counsel that will 
safely guide the state and not plunged it into disarray.     
 
WHEREAS Her Honor Sie A-nyene Yuoh, Associate Justice of the Honorable Supreme 
Court delivered a special statement of the Honorable Supreme Court and the Judiciary of 
Liberia, in which she highlighted that the high court was satisfied with theme chosen for 
the 2021 Assembly ‘Upholding the Fraternity of the Legal profession in promoting 
Adherence to the rule of law” given the present social economic and political climate in 
Liberia.  
 
WHEREAS Madam Justice Yuoh intimated that the code of moral and professional ethics 
for the conduct of lawyers that provides for the spirit of brotherhood in the legal profession, 
should be utilized as the basis for which all lawyers must be considerate of each other, 
and avoid allowing the ill feeling between party litigants or clients to negatively impact the 
professional relationship between lawyers.  
 
WHEREAS, referencing rules 31 and 17 of the code of professional ethics for lawyers, 
Madam Justice Youh stressed that the onus was on legal professionals to uplift the 
sanctity of the Judiciary by adhering to the provisions of the code; and particularly refrain 
from engaging in personal attacks and slanderous remarks toward fellow Lawyer and the 
court. She noted the importance of the role of Lawyers in reflecting the core values and 
aspirations of the society, in the expression of their demeanor by being honest, 
respectable and honorable citizens of the Republic.  
 
WHEREAS the Associate Justice further cautioned that the legal fraternity must not be 
perceived as a criminal conspiracy, where lawyers are seen as tricksters who are 
consistently filibustering the end of justice with eloquent speeches and procedural 
technicalities, but as a vehicle for the promotion and protection of human rights.  
 
WHEREAS, delivering the keynote address: Cllr. George Henries characterized the Legal 
profession as being the “need of unusual learning, the existence of confidential relations 
and the adherence of ethics higher than that of the marketplace”, denoting that lawyers 
that upheld these standards are accorded high level of respect, dignified of this learned 
profession. Counselor Henries mentioned some notable legal professionals that upheld 
the tenets of the profession in Liberia worthy of emulation as Counselors Clarence L. 
Simpson Sr., Sr. James A. A. Pierre, Riichard A. Henries, Angie E. Brooks, Etta Wright, 
S. Raymond Horace, Samuel David George, J. Rudolph Grimes, Nelson Broderick, Momo 
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Jones, Toye C. Bernard. Momolu Cooper, T. Gibby Collins, J. Dossen Richards, R. F. D. 
Smallwood, J. Rudolph Grimes; 
 
WHEREAS Counsellor Henries speaking on the Theme “Upholding the Fraternity of the 
Legal Profession in Promoting Adherence to the Rule of Law”; categorized the rule of law 
into two (i) the substantive legal principle; (ii) the supremacy of law within the jurisdiction. 
He stressed that before there can be respect for lawyers, there must be respect for the 
law. He noted that the National Bar should endeavor to ensure the promotion of the 
science of jurisprudence, advancing the cause of legal education, promoting fraternal 
feelings and good fellowship among the members of the association, and ensuring that 
the ethics of the Legal Profession is strictly observed and adhered to. 
 
WHEREAS a Continuing Legal Education (CLE) was presented under three (3) topics:   
(i)Legal Profession as a fraternity which was presented by Counsellor Gloria Musu Scott 
Senior Counsellor of Liberia, Counsellor Lavela Koboi Johnson, and Counsellor Milton D. 
Taylor  moderated by Counsellor Bobby Livingston Secretary of the Liberian National Bar; 
and (ii) Withdrawal/ Amendment of Pleadings and Discontinuance of Action, presented 
by Counsellor James E. Pierre Senior Counselor of Liberia, Counsellor J. Lavala 
Supuwood Senior Counselor of Liberia, and Counselor Cyril Jones which session was 
moderated by Counselor Golda B. Elliot;  
 
WHEREAS, in the CLE Session on Legal Profession as a fraternity the following 
discussions, comments and responses were made: 
Legal Profession as Fraternity was described as a unique group of people in Liberia 
charged with the responsibility of seeking improvement of the Law, and access to the 
legal system, the sharing of a common profession or interest to provide skillful services 
to humanity unparalleled to any single profession or organization. The profession is 
strictly guided and controlled under a set of code or moral and professional ethics 
promulgated to empower, regulate, direct and manage the practice of Law in Liberia.  
 
WHEREAS, in Liberia, the legal profession is guided by forty (40) rules, which all lawyers 
are to abide to practice law before the courts and thereby exercise the duties of a lawyer. 
Specifically rule 40 of the code focuses on the lawyer’s duty to his/her colleague lawyer. 
However, it was noted and observed that Rule 40 continues to pose serious challenges 
to the legal profession. Notably among them the disrespect among members of the Bar 
which is in direct contrast to the provision of the code of ethics.  
 
WHEREAS an advocate is required to exhibit the dignity and standing of his/her 
professional conduct. The dignity of the profession demands high standards of the 
knowledge of the law, humane behavior, fairness, and honesty.  
 
WHEREAS the legal profession as a fraternity must at all times endeavor to promote the 
public’s understanding of and confidence in the Rule of Law and the Justice System. 
Lawyers must strive to attain the highest level of skills to improve the law and the legal 
profession to gain the public trust and confidence. 
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WHEREAS the efficacy of the legal system depends upon the dispensation of justice only 

possible through coordination between legal professionals and the courts. Propriety and 

exemplary conduct are essential attributes for those who are part of the system, whether 

they be judges or lawyers. The code of conduct also expects from judges that while 

dispensing justice, he/she is firmed without being rough, must demonstrate politeness 

without being weak, inspiring in her warnings and faithful to her word, always preserving 

calmness, balance, and complete detachment for the formation of correct conclusion in 

all matters brought before the court.  

WHEREAS the CLE Session on Withdrawal/ Amendment of Pleading and Discontinuance 
of Actions was follows: Discussion were centered on the 10 days rules considering filing 
of and amendments of pleadings. At the filing of a complaint the rules governing the 
exchange of pleadings is set into motion. Hence, complaint can be withdrawn prior to an 
answer from the defendant. When this is done, a lawyer can file an amended complaint. 
However, where there is a withdrawal of a Complaint after the filling and service of a 
responsive pleading and an amended Complaint filed, Counsel for Defendant is required 
to file an Answer to the Amended Complaint within 10 days as of the date of receipt of 
the Amended Complaint A defendant responsive pleading as Answer. Defendant can only 
answer with an amended pleading when served with an amended complaint. Moreover, 
the application of the 10 days rule with regards to amended pleading starts from the day 
after the defendant received amended complaint and plaintiff’s time runs from the day 
after receipt of the amended answer. 
 
WHEREAS, during the questions and answers session of the CLE topic on Withdrawal/ 
Amendment of Pleading and Discontinuance members expressed frustrations over the 
inconsistent and constantly changing opinion of the Supreme Court in interpreting the 
above law making it difficult to predict  the outcome due to the multiplicity of opinions on 
the subject presentation of cases what the law is as regards with tolling the statue in 
regard to withdrawal and re-submission of amended pleadings, a concern that warrants 
urgent attention; 
WHEREAS, the final CLE session which was held on the second day of the deliberations 
focus on the topic “ Discretionary powers of justices and the panelist included Retired 
Justice Phillip Banks, and Counsellor Moses Paygar. This session was moderated by 
Counselor Abraham Sillah.  
 
WHEREAS, the panelists stressed the wide discretionary power of the justices  as 
established by the constitution and statutory provisions. However, where this discretional 
power is at most time abused, the law establishes remedies that are in the interest of 
justice.  
  
WHEREAS, the President adjourned the first day’s session at 5:15pm ; 
 
WHEREAS, the session for day two was convened at 7:00a.m. with a grand parade 
through the streets of Bentol City; and the submission of the National President’s Annual 
Report;  
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WHEREAS, the President of the Liberian National Bar Association gave his Annual 
Report about the activities of the Bar since his induction into office in 2019, he reported 
that 5 members of the bar had transitioned to the great beyond; 
 
WHEREAS, the President’s report captured the following activities of the various 
committees of the Bar as follows: 
 
Finance Committee 

WHEREAS, to the glory of God the president reported that the National Bar Association 

is becoming financially potent, and has sought no aid from its foreign partners in hosting 

its annual activities of the bar.  

He attributed the realization of this milestone to adherence to rule of law, denoting that 

the leadership is applying the provisions of the Constitution, the statute, regulations of the 

LNBA.  

WHEREAS; The national Bar has now taken seize of the issuance of licenses as opposed 

to certificate of good standing, hence, it is now issuing license to each lawyer who is in 

good standing with the bar.  Evidently, the possession of a valid license issued by the 

LNBA signifies compliance with the condition precedent for the practice of law.  

WHEREAS Revenue reported for the period as at the 2020 Convention to date is 

USD$28,750.00 (twenty-eight thousand seven hundred and fifty United States dollars) 

and LD$61,200.00 (sixty-one thousand two hundred Liberian Dollars) from the payment 

of bar dues. Additional revenue includes USD$900.00 (nine hundred United States 

Dollars as lawyers license processing fees, USD$8,110.00 (eight thousand one hundred 

and ten United States Dollars) in Special Project Fees, USD$9,000.00 (nine thousand 

five hundred United States Dollars) in off/cycle Continuing Legal Education (CLE) 

payments, and USD$75.00 (seventy-five United States Dollars) for the purchase of 

insurance bids.  

WHEREAS, the president reported that the total amount collected prior to Assembly 2021 

is USD$44,920.00 (forty four thousand nine hundred and twenty USD) and $74,200.00LD 

(seventy four thousand two hundred LD). Excluding payments made by bar members for 

attending Assembly 2021.  

WHEREAS, expenditure reported for the period December 2020 for salaries and 

operational expenses USD$26,322.00 (twenty six thousand three hundred and twenty 

two United States Dollars) including additional payments from the Gbarnga Convention. 

Expenditure for the month of January 2021 was USD$10,463.00 (ten thousand four 

hundred and sixty three United States Dollar) and for February 2021 USD$15,356.00 
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(fifteen thousand three hundred and fifty-six dollars). Inclusive in the expenditure also is 

the costs of operating the  pro bono legal aid clinics in five counties. 

The LNBA has a new mobile money account. The number is 0555695992. Since 

becoming active, the mobile money account of the LNBA is gradually being used by 

members of the LNBA.  

The Legal Aid Committee 

The president reported that the legal aid committee presently work in five counties 

namely, Grand Bassa, Montserrado, Bomi, Margibi and Cape Mount Counties, 

contributing to the decongestion prisons in these counties. He  particularly lauded the 

effort of the committee thorough its  head Cllr. Joyce Reeves Woods. 

The Continuing Legal Education Committee (CLE) 

It was reported that the CLE Committee has held two successful sessions with the aim of 

affording lawyers who did not attend the Convention in 2020 the opportunity to obtain 

their ten credit hours to qualify for the issuance of license for 2021. He mentioned that a 

total of one hundred and thirty lawyers participated in the off-cycle CLE offered by the 

Bar.  

The president acknowledged Cllr. M. Wilkins Wright, Chairman of the CLE Committee 

and his hardworking members, and also lawyers that have offered their professional 

services in making presentations at the various CLE sections.  

 Insurance Committee 

He noted that the Insurance Committee has published a term of reference for the 

solicitation of bids from potential vendors to provide Insurance coverage for members of 

the Bar. Accordingly three vendors have responded and submitted bids, hence the 

process for the evaluation of the tender documents will  conducted by the committee. Cllr. 

Busheben Keita and members of his committee were commended for leading this 

process. 

 

 

Judicial Committee 

President Gongloe intimated the involvement of LNBA in the nomination process of three 

of its members for possible recommendation to the President of Liberia, George M. Weah 

for appointment as Judge of the National Labor Court of Liberia.  As a consequence of 

the Bar’s nomination Cllr. Joseph Kollie has been nominated by the President of Liberia 
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and subsequently confirmed by the Liberian senate.  Cllr. Frances Johnson Alison and 

members of her committee were lauded for a job well-done.  

Grievance and Ethics Committee 
 
He disclosed that a total of seven complaints were received against lawyers and 

submitted to the Grievance and Ethics Committee of the LNBA for investigation and 

recommendation. However, the Committee was still conducting hearings into these 

cases. Specifically mentioning the case of Ndubusi Nwabudike, he intimated that the 

national bar has officially submitted a complaint to the Chief Justice for the purpose of 

disbarring him for attaining membership of the bar through misrepresentation and deceit.  

Bar Journal 

President Gongloe reported that the Journal committee has been working to ensure that 

it publishes at least one copy of the journal before the end of 2021. Lawyers were 

encouraged to submit articles for publication especially focusing on contemporary legal 

issues of substantive and procedural laws of Liberia. He revealed that the published 

articles will be enabled lawyers, judges and justices in improving their knowledge of the 

law and avoiding mistakes or preventing confusion in the interpretation of Constitution 

and the various statutes. 

Adhoc Committee on War and Economic Crimes 

At the 2019 Assembly held in Kakata, Margibi County, members of the LNBA 

unanimously voted for the establishment of a War and Economic Crimes Court for Liberia. 

Accordingly, the Executive Council appointed an Ad hoc bill drafting Committee headed 

by Cllr. Dr. Jallah Barbu. The Committee drafted the bill which was approved by the 

National Executive Council.  

The LNBA is now working with the secretariat of the National Civil Society Council which 

has a membership of 2000 civil society organizations, that have committed to massively 

mobilized the general public for the enactment of the bill into law. 

Building Project 

The president announced that later this year construction will be commenced on the 

national headquarters of the Association. In the wake of liabilities of the bar to the 

contractor. Hence, members of the Bar have been admonished to pay their mandatory 

contributions to the LNBA for the construction project.  

The fees are as follows: Counsellors US$1000, law firms US$1000, Attorneys US$500 

and Students US$100. The deadline for payment was 2017. 
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He further emphasized that attorneys that fail to pay prior to becoming counselor at Law, 

will complete payment allocated to counselors at law with appropriate deductions made. 

The president cautioned members to complete payment of the project dues before the 

2021 convention, or risk being denied license for the period. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Liberian National Bar Association, sitting at its Annual Assembly 
resolved: 
 

1. That lawyers in the spirit of brotherhood maintain mutuality, respect, and cordiality 
as envisioned by the code of professional conduct for Lawyers toward each other, 
in the discharge of the professional duty, and seek to provide the needed counsel 
to a brother lawyer in instances of misconduct or lapses that might bring the legal 
profession to public ridicule. 
 

2. That Lawyers utilize the grievance and ethics committee of the judiciary to report 
extreme misconduct or unethical behavior of fellow lawyers, to reprimand violators 
of the of code of professional conduct for lawyers, thereby discouraging 
unprofessionalism in the practice of law in this jurisdiction. Further, the bar take 
seize of these reprimands.  
 

3. That the communication department of the judiciary embark on a process of 
clearing negative public perception of the Liberia judiciary and the legal profession 
at large, through a robust public awareness initiative.  
 

4. That the National Bar has constituted a committee to address issues regarding 
court fees, costs, and fines, with relevance to supporting their daily operations. 

  
         The Committee comprise of: 
         Cllr. Cyril Jones, Chairman,  

Cllr.  Kuku Dobor 
Cllr. Moses Pagar 
Cllr. Milton Taylor 
Atty. Bowoulo Taylor Kelley 
  

5. That to dignified members of the Legal profession who have aged and retired, the 
National Bar has through its insurance committee embarked on the process of 
insuring lawyers in this jurisdiction. 
 

6. That all Lawyers are required to conclude payment of the project fees before the 
2021 convention, and that the leadership of the bar will rigorously ensure 
compliance especially as it relates to the attainment of CLE credit by members of 
the bar.  
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7. That the National Bar present the draft copy of the War and Economic crimes Court 
Bill to members of the Bar at the 2021 Law Day Program.  
 

8. That the national Bar collaborate with other stakeholder to review and make 
adjustment of the law on anti-money laundering and terrorist financing Act 
consistent with international best practices and applicable laws in our jurisdiction.    

 
9. That the national Bar collaborate with the Judiciary (court) to solve issue around 

case filing system and recording. Thereby proposing the digitalization of the 
system to conform to modern standard to address the current gaps.  

 
10. That the national Bar constitute a committee to monitor and ensure that resolutions 

adopted after deliberations at annual assemblies and conventions are 
scrupulously implemented. 

 
11. That the National Bar Committee on security be restructured so that during the 

gatherings to ensure the safety of the vicinity and assets of lawyers convening.  
 
  
The Assembly was adjourned at this   
 
Done in the City of Bentol, Montserrado County, on this 27th day of March A.D 2021. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
By the Resolution Committee 
 
Cllr. J.  Augustine Toe 
Cllr. Dickson Doe 
Atty. Mayalan Keita-Brown 
Atty. Worlea – Saywah Dunah 
Atty. Bowoulo Taylor Kelley 
Atty. Annie Broderick  
Saye G. Gbanlekpeh- Law Student  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 10 

 
 
 
 
 


