
RESOLUTION OF THE ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION (2017) OF THE LIBERIAN 

NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION  HELD FROM 23RD TO 26TH NOVEMBER 2017 IN THE 

CITY OF GBARNGA, BONG COUNTY, REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS, in obedience to the Constitution of the Liberian National Bar Association 

requiring the holding of an annual convention each year, members of the Liberian 

National Bar Association (LNBA), by directive of the National Executive Council 

converged in Gbarnga City, Bong County for the holding of its annual convention 

for the year 2017, under the theme: Sustaining Democratic Governance and Access 

to the Rule of Law; and 

WHEREAS, delegates attending the Annual Convention 2017 noted with 

satisfaction the presence of his  Honor, the Chief Justice and all Associate Justices 

of the Supreme Court as well as the President of the National Association of Trial 

Judges of Liberia at the Convention; and 

WHEREAS, the convention was graced by the presence of Barrister Ashmia Fofanah 

Sesay, Secretary General of the Sierra Leone Bar Association (SLBA) and 

representative of the African Bar Association (AFBA); His Excellency Waldemmar 

Vrey, Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary General (DSRSG) for Rule of 

Law and Political Affairs, United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL); Cllr. Marcel 

Akpovo, Chief of Human Rights and Protection Services; Country Representative of 

the Office of the High Commission on Human Rights – UNMIL; and Dr. Othello 

Brandy, Chairman, Liberia Land Authority, to name a few; and 

WHEREAS, Barrister Sesay, speaking on behalf of the SLBA and the AFBA, lauded 

the efforts of the LNBA in seeking to ensure mutual cooperation amongst Bar 

Associations across the African Continent and assured the LNBA of the SLBA’s and 

the AFBA’s commitment to a lasting mutually beneficial relationship. Barrister 

Sesay highlighted matters confronting lawyers on the African Continent, ways in 

which the AFBA can be of assistance to the LNBA and matters relating to young 



lawyers, women interests, rights of the African Child, Constitutionalism and the rule 

of law; and 

WHEREAS, His Honor Francis S. Korkpor Sr., Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 

the Republic of Liberia in his complimentary greeting to the body stressed the 

importance of participation and attendance of all judges and lawyers at the 

Conventions and Assemblies of the LNBA, as pertinent issues crucial to the rule of 

law, the administration and dispensation of justice are discussed at these functions; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Justice, placing further emphasis on the importance of 

attendance at LNBA programs, highlighted the presence of all Justices of the 

Supreme Court’s Bench; and the suspension of all court activities to enable judges 

and lawyers to attend the Convention; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Justice requested the LNBA and the National Association of 

Trial Judges of Liberia (NATJL) to vigilantly monitor the attendance of both Judges 

and lawyers at Conventions and Assemblies of the LNBA and take some punitive 

actions against those judges and lawyers who fail to attend without a valid excuse; 

and 

WHEREAS the Chief Justice informed the body of the adoption of Judicial Order #7 

by the Supreme Court on November 9, 2017 regarding the deposits of fees, costs 

and other revenue collected by Courts, and the Resolution adopted at the Judicial 

Retreat for Justices and Judges held in Gbarnga, Bong County from the 17th – 20th 

of May 2017; and 

WHEREAS, His Excellency Waldemmar Vrey, DSRSG, UNMIL, graciously delivered 

the Keynote Address, commending the LNBA for its accomplishments over the 

years and pinpointed several areas where work was still needed. He suggested that 

the LNBA, in furtherance of the theme of this year’s Convention, makes serious 

efforts to confront the remaining challenges faced by the judicial system, including 

the rise in pretrial detention figures; hacking and all sorts of computer fraud; abuse 



of social media and privacy; establishment of relationships with sister associations 

and law firms across the region; provision of free legal aid services to a population 

in need; updating of the Law School curriculum to equip lawyers to handle current 

legal challenges; and the need for classical law reporting among others. In response 

to the challenges highlighted, Mr. Vrey made some recommendations to the LNBA 

including the need for the justice sector actors, including the bar association, to 

consider engaging in a broad, national strategic conversation, on what kind of 

justice system Liberia needs, and can afford while ensuring improved delivery of 

justice to ensure effective access to justice for all citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the Continuing Legal Education (CLE) segment of the program was 

presented in two (2) parts.  In Part I on Friday, there were two (2) topics, with Topic 

I being led by Cllr. Cyril Jones, Chairman of the CLE Committee, who delivered a 

discourse on Land Rights in Liberia: Historical Perspective, Realities and Prospects; 

and also featured Dr. Othello Brandy, Chairman of the Liberia Land Authority and 

Dr. Gerald E. Meyerman, Chief of Party, USAID/LPAC.  Topic II on Jury Voir Dire was 

presented by Cllr. George Catakpah, Office of Jury Management, Temple of Justice.  

On Saturday, CLE Part II addressed the topic International Human Rights Law and 

the Role of Legal Professionals and featured Cllr. Marcel Akpovo, Chief of Human 

Rights and Protection Services; Country Representative of the Office of the High 

Commission on Human Rights UNMIL and Ms. Alice Nasaka, Human Rights Officer; 

and 

WHEREAS, Cllr. Jones’ presentation provided a historical discussion of the concept 

of sovereignty and statehood, which laid the foundation for his discourse.   He 

provided an overview of the evolution of land rights in Liberia, dating back to the 

Colonial and Commonwealth periods and Liberia’s subsequent Independence; 

discussed the methods and policies pursued by colonizing powers, in the 

acquisition of territories from natives of Africa, which ultimately formed the basis 

for the rationale “that the right of and to the land and title deriving therefrom 

devolved to the Republic of Liberia” and hence, “all title to land emanated from the 



state.”  Having laid this foundation, Cllr Jones discussed the Immigrant Allotment 

Law, which established that immigrants were entitled to certain defined quantities 

of land, and pursuant thereto, the Republic made the first transfer of freehold title 

to the Settlers; the Bounty Land Act, which, as passed, provided for conveyance of 

public land to Settlers who performed military services during tribal insurrections 

when the state was being formed; and the Aboriginal Land Grant (also recognized 

as Customary or Tribal Land Law).  Cllr Jones observed that “as opposed to freehold 

title of land deeded to most of the settlers …, the right of ownership in the tribal 

people to their customary land is still today unclear, especially since they are not in 

possession of any deed from the Republic of Liberia or any other authority to them 

for the areas they occupy.”  Cllr Jones called the Assembly’s attention to the 

problems involved in owning real property, proof of title, transfer of title and rights 

to the value below the surface of the land; and noted that the two most prevalent 

problems “can be divided into the lands acquired by the Settlers and the lands 

owned and possessed by the traditional inhabitants.”  In closing, he drew the 

following conclusions and recommendations: i) Liberia’s common law on real 

property is antiquated and needs revision. ii) Liberia has a generally accepted title 

registration law with provisions for systematic titling and registration; but the deed 

registration system must be resuscitated, reconstituted and consolidated in a single 

location where digitalized/computerized records can be accessed; iii) a strategy 

must be developed for dealing with endemic land disputes; iv) the extensive claims 

to state ownership of land and appurtenant resources, which has been governed 

by customary law, requires a careful rebalancing of individual interests against 

national interests; v) pending resolution of the myriad issues related to the sale of 

public lands and the granting of concessions, Government should be very careful in 

exercising its authority in those areas; and vi) there is a special need to reexamine 

the Hinterland Rules and Regulations; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Othello Brandy, Chairman, Liberia Land Authority discussed the Land 

Rights Bill, elaborated on the categories, use, acquisition and transfer of land, 



stressing that issues relating to land rights have to be addressed or private land 

owners and concessions will not be secured; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Gerald E. Meyerman’s CLE presentation focused on International 

Practice, Indigenous Land Law and Lessons for Liberia and Practicing Lawyers.  Dr. 

Meyerman discussed the impact of social and political factors in bringing about a 

Global Shift in perspectives and approaches relating to protecting indigenous lands.  

He shared historical insights regarding North American Aboriginal Land issues, 

particularly the situation in Canada, which has come from denying Aboriginal and 

Treaty rights to giving full recognition thereto; and explored the reasons that 

underpinned such a change.  Dr. Meyerman did a survey of land conflict issues 

around the world and acknowledged that the Common Law roots of Liberia are 

linked to the US, British and EU systems.  He posited that in Africa, land issues are 

the root of over 60% of conflicts.  In proffering a way forward, Dr. Meyerman 

discussed choices, risks and opportunities for Liberia, discussed how to avoid new 

and future conflicts, and raised the question of how to keep track of who owns 

what?  In closing, he outlined various ways in which the Bar and Judiciary will be 

impacted, suggesting that lawyers will have a broad new area of practice; and the 

judiciary could become inundated with an onslaught of cases if changes are not 

carefully planned and special courts created to manage the caseload; and 

WHEREAS, following the Land Rights CLE presentations, the floor was opened for 

discussion, from which the following notable comments were made by the 

Supreme Court Justices: i) there should be some consolidation of efforts by Lawyers 

on the one hand and the Court on the other hand, geared towards reducing or 

eradicating the many problems associated with land tenure; ii) in conveying land, 

the local customs should be considered; and iii) the Administration should put in 

place some form of deterrent to guard against improper conveyance of land; and 

WHEREAS, in presenting the second CLE topic on Jury Voir Dire, Cllr. George 

Catakpah explained that the Voir Dire examination for prospective jurors or persons 

who want to serve as jurors, is intended to test their credibility, biases and their 



honesty.  He stated that the Office of Jury Management was established pursuant 

to the New Jury Law, as enacted and published in handbills from 2012 to 2013.  Cllr. 

Catakpah noted that the Office of Jury Management was established to identify 

persons from the Community to carry out jury service, which is a civic duty.  The 

New Jury Law encourages broad based participation of citizens in the selection of 

jurors for the conduct of trials.  To this end, the Office of Jury Management 

prepares a roll of prospective jurors prior to the commencement of a court’s term.  

Forty-two (42) persons are called under the voir dire system, from which a grand 

jury and petit juries are selected.  Cllr Catakpah stated that under our criminal 

practice, the number of jurors remains the same: twelve (12) regular and three (3) 

alternates; while in civil cases, there are six (6) regular and three (3) alternates.  He 

further stated that in civil cases, a unanimous verdict is required; and in criminal 

cases, ¾ is required to form a verdict; so no unanimous verdict is required; and 

WHEREAS, following Cllr. Catakpah’s CLE presentation, the floor was opened for 

discussion, from which the following notable comments were made by Supreme 

Court Justices: i) Jury Service is not for pay; it is a civic duty.  In the past, jurors sat 

on cases for the money; and in most cases it is reported that they were offered 

bribes in the end; and ii) the Jury Manager was called upon to inform all courts and 

prosecutors that the grand jury is to sit for only twenty-one (21) days; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Justice acknowledged that there are serious challenges with 

the Jury system and each lawyer should help the process by disabusing the minds 

of the Jurors that Jury Service is “not for pay”; and 

WHEREAS, Justice Ja’neh raised the issue of the grand jury sitting for more than 21 

days. The Head of the Jury Management, Cllr. Catakpah assured the Convention 

that a message had been sent to all circuits and is being rigorously enforced by the 

Jury Management Office; and 

WHEREAS, Judge Kontoe informed the convention that the Law provides for 

extension of time for the grand jury sitting, the Ministry of Justice through a timely 

application may request for extension and the Judge may grant an order for such 

extension after being satisfied that the extension was not proffered for delay; and 



WHEREAS, Justice Ja’neh made an intervention to the effect that the law does not 

provide for extension after the time has expired for the grand jury sitting, but must 

make a timely application upon showing good cause for said extension; and 

WHEREAS, the resolution on the Practice of Law as discussed at the just ended 

Judges’ retreat was highlighted by the Chief Justice and the President of the Bar 

informed the Chief Justice and Associate Justices that the information will be 

disseminated to the members of the Bar and if there were any issues arising 

therefrom, the Bar will contact the Supreme Court; and 

WHEREAS, announcements were given and the Secretary General announced the 

passing of Atty. Garrison Barh early in the morning of November 24, 2017; and 

WHEREAS, the President adjourned the first day’s session at 5:30pm and the 

session for day two was convened at 7:00a.m., with a grand parade through the 

streets of Gbarnga City; and 

WHEREAS, opening the second day’s session of the Convention, the Chief Justice 

informed the body of the early departure of the justices of the Supreme Court due 

to some pressing engagements and commended the participants for their splendid 

performances during the parade and reflected on the Late Cllr. T. C. Gould who 

always had these parades very entertaining while here with us; and 

WHEREAS, being overwhelmed with the endurance of Justice Banks, the Chief 

Justice appointed him as “Unit Commander” and commended Cllr. Milton Taylor 

and Student Mmonbeydo Harell, for being very active during the parade; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Justice in a somber mood concluded his address with the 

announcement of the deaths of Atty. Mewaseh Paibayee, Public Defender/Nimba 

County, and Magistrate Benjamin Darpoh; and 

WHEREAS, for the CLE Part II session held on Saturday, 25 November 2017, Cllr. 

Marcel Akpovo/UNMIL, greeted the Convention, highlighted the progress being 

made on justice in our society and acknowledged that human rights issues are 



enormous in the world today.  He introduced Ms. Alice Nasaka, Human Rights 

Officer, who shared a PowerPoint presentation on the featured topic, International 

Human Rights Law and the Role of Legal Professionals; and 

WHEREAS, Ms. Nasaka began her presentation with a refresher on International 

Human Rights Law in the domestic setting, encouraging lawyers to work with the 

state to ensure that fundamental human rights is enjoyed by all; and 

WHEREAS, Ms. Nasaka focused on three (3) key areas: i) the Origin, Meaning and 
Scope of International Human Rights Law; ii) International Human Rights Law at the 
Domestic Level; and iii) the Role of the Legal Professions in the Implementation of 
Human Rights.  She noted that States and legal professionals need to consider ways 
in which they can effectively implement and secure the State’s legal human rights 
frameworks, to ensure that human rights are preserved and promoted.  She further 
outlined certain major tenets of International Human Rights, which are owed by 
States to all individuals within their jurisdiction and in some situations also to 
groups of individuals.  Those tenets include: 1. the right to a fair trial both in civil 
and in criminal cases; 2. equality before the Law; 3. the Right to be presumed 
innocent; 4. the right to be treated with humanity and the right to freedom from 
torture; 5. the right to be notified of the charges in a language one understands; 6. 
the Right to legal assistance; 7. The right to be tried by a competent, independent 
and impartial tribunal established by law; 8. the right to a public hearing; 9. the 
right to be tried “without undue delay” or “within reasonable time;” 10. the right 
to defend oneself in person or through a lawyer of one’s choice; 11. The right to be 
present at one’s trial; 12. the right not to be compelled to testify  against oneself 
or to confess guilt; 13. the right of appeal; 14. the right to compensation in the 
event of a miscarriage of justice; and 15. limits on punishment.  In closing, Ms. 
Nasaka observed that it is impossible to single out which right is more important 
than the other. These rights form a whole foundation on which a society respectful 
of human rights, including the rule of law, is built; and 

WHEREAS, during discussions following the Human Rights Law presentations, His 
Honor Judge Roosevelt Z. Willie, Resident Circuit Judge of Criminal Court A said that 
the detention of pretrial detainees, in cells where others that are sentenced are 
also being detained, is also a human right issue, which must be stopped.  Further, 
Cllr. David A.B. Jallah also stressed that defense counsels are to be proactive to 



ensure that bail is filed for and on behalf of persons whose crimes are bailable, 
instead of allowing them to languish behind bars; and 

WHEREAS, in the ensuing open forum for discussion of any other issues of concerns, 
the following key comments were made: 

-         An Attorney raised concerns about alleged discriminatory attitudes of the LNBA 
towards Muslim lawyers, putting forth a recommendation for the formation of a 
Muslim Lawyers Association.  In response, Cllr. David A. B. Jallah and Cllr. J. Bima 
Lansanah assured all Members that the Bar will remain cohesive, and offered 
compelling arguments against fragmentation of the LNBA. 

-         Another Attorney commented on the recent purported impeachment 
proceedings initiated by the National Legislature against Justices of the Supreme 
Court of Liberia, commended the Bench for the stance it took in response thereto 
and encouraged all lawyers to strongly support the Bench at all times, to preserve 
and sustain the integrity of the legal profession.  In response, several of the 
leadership at the high table highlighted the strong and pivotal role played by the 
LNBA during this critical time, including a Statement that was issued by the Bar. 

-         As relates to conveyance of real property, an Attorney commented that 
consideration should be given to requiring title searches to determine the 
marketability of title; and the inclusion in all Title Deeds, a Recital that traces the 
chain of title of the demised premises conveyed thereby. 

WHEREAS, Cllr. Moses Paegar, President, LNBA thanked the Bong County Bar for 
agreeing to host this year’s Convention at such short notice; and 

WHEREAS, the President requested a moment of silence in respect of the 
homegoing of Atty. Mewaseh Paibayee, Public Defender/Nimba County, 
Magistrate Benjamin Darpoh and Atty. Garrison Barh; and 

WHEREAS, the President thanked the members of the CLE Committee and 
acknowledged the immense contribution of its international partner, LPAC, for 
supporting all the activities of the Bar including the continuing learning education 
(CLE) program and the establishment of a legal clinic in Montserrado, Margibi 
County; and 



WHEREAS, the President highlighted the amendments to the Bar Constitution 
which includes reducing the activities of the Bar to one quarterly assembly, law day 
and the National Convention; the establishment of the Office of the Executive 
Director fo the Bar and the synchronization of the reports made by the Bar; and 

WHEREAS, the President place emphasis on the change of the nomenclature from 
“local  bar” to “county Bar” and the establishment of County Bar offices in 
Montserrado County; the opening of Law Offices by recent graduates of the Law 
School which entails practicing as Attorney-at-law for five (5) years and as a 
Counsellor-at-law for at least two (2) years; inserting in all the language of the bar 
constitution “she” where “he” had initially been stated; and 

WHEREAS, the President concluded his Report by commending all participants and 
asked for continued cooperation amongst members of the LNBA. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, the Liberian National Bar Association, sitting at its Annual 

Convention 2017 resolved: 

1. That the Bar in collaboration with the Liberian Land Authority will hold a one-

day workshop for the purpose of further informing legally the enactment of 

the Land Rights Act which is currently pending before the National 

Legislature; 

2. To renew the earlier resolution to be more actively involved with the regional 

and continental bar associations such as the West African Bar Association, 

the African Bar Association, International Bar Association, and the Pan 

African Lawyers Union. 

3. To vehemently and unequivocally condemn the spate of violence occurring 

across the country by way of the attacks on persons, and destruction of 

property irrespective of who the perpetrators are, the motive, and or, who 

their supporters also are. 

4. To further review the resolution emanating from the Judicial Conference 

held in Gbarnga, Bong County in early May 2017, copies of which were 

distributed amongst the lawyers, to the end that should there be issues of 



concern to Members of the Bar, such issues will be taken up with the 

Honorable Supreme Court of Liberia in order to find a harmonious way 

forward. 

5. That the Bar shall remain a unified body that will seek to foster, promote and 

protect, not only the interest of its members, but to jealously guide the 

practice of law and the vindication of individual rights and liberties in this 

jurisdiction. 

6. That the President’s Report, after being delivered, will be submitted to the 

National Secretariat to be distributed to the Members of the Bar. 

Additionally, the Financial Report will be turned over to the Audit Committee 

for the usual scrutiny and the report therefrom, will be made at the First 

Quarterly Assembly to be held in March 2018. 

7. That recognizing the suggestion made by Dr. Meyerman, the Bar will work 

with relevant government institutions to track land ownership for the 

purpose of establishing the question of title to private lands and reducing 

future conflicts. 

8. To renew commitments to contribute to the construction of the LNBA 

Headquarters in Margibi County as follows: Lawfirms, US$1,000; individual 

Counsellors-At-Law, US$1,000.00; Attorneys-At-Law US$500.00 and Law 

Students, US$150.00. 

9. That the Annual Convention  be held in Grand Bassa County in conjunction 

with the Rivercess Bar. 

10. That the Quarterly Assembly 2018 be provisionally held in Margibi County at 

the site of the proposed headquarters of the LNBA pending further 

consideration by the Executive Committee. 

 

Done in the City of Gbarnga, Bong County on this 25th day of November A.D 2017 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

By the Resolution Committee 



 

1) Cllr. George D. W. Sagbeh, Sr.……………………………………….Chairman 

2) Atty. Angelique Weeks………………………………………….………Co-chair 

3) Atty. Isabel B. Diggs ………………………………….………………….Secretary 

4) Cllr. Paul Philip Jarban………….………………………………….…...Member 

5) Atty. Jamal C. Dethro, Jr.…………………………………….………..Member 

6) Atty. Abraham Wade Simpson……………………………………..Member 

7) Student, Bowoulo T. Kelley…………………………………………..Member 


