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RESOLUTION OF THE LIBERIAN NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION  AT 
ITS ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION HELD FROM NOVEMBER 28 

TO  DECEMBER  1, 2019 IN THE CITY OF SANNIQUELLIE, NIMBA 
COUNTY, REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

 
PREAMBLE 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the Liberian National Bar 
Association which requires the holding of an Annual Convention each year, 
members of the Liberian National Bar Association (LNBA), by directive of 
the National Executive Council, convened in Sanniquellie City, Nimba 
County, for the holding of its Annual Convention for the year 2019; 
 
WHEREAS, the theme for the 2019 Convention is: “Sustaining Peace through 
Respect for Law & Human Rights”;  
 
WHEREAS, delegates attending the Annual Convention of 2019 noted with 
satisfaction the presence of: 
 

His Honor Francis S. Korkpor, Chief Justice of the Honorable Supreme 
Court of the Republic of Liberia: 
His Honor Joseph N. Nagbe, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the Republic of Liberia: 
His Honor Yussif D. Kaba, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the Republic of Liberia: 
His Excellency, James Gotuwan Dimka, Ambassador of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria: 
Mr. John Furnari, Chief of Party, USAID/ Legal Professional 
Development and Anti-Corruption Program of (LPAC); 
Her Honor Nancy Sammy, Vice President of the National Association 
of Trial Judges of Liberia,     
Hon. Joseph N. Sownwarbi, Representative, District No. 3, Nimba 
County, representing Nimba Legislative Caucus; and  
County officials and traditional leaders of Nimba County 
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WHEREAS, the National President, Cllr. Tiawan S. Gongloe officially 
convened the Meeting at 10:00 and presented the agenda for the Convention, 
which was adopted as presented; 
 
WHEREAS, complimentary greetings were made by some guests including, 
His Honor Joseph Nagbe, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, Mr. John 
Furnari of USAID/Legal Professional Development and Anti-Corruption 
Program (LPAC), Hon. Joseph N. Sonwarbi on behalf of the Nimba County 
Legislative Caucus;   
 
WHEREAS, the Chief Justice of the Republic of Liberia, His Honor Francis 
S. Korkpor, delivered a special statement on the sub-topic “Sustaining Peace 
through Respect for the Law and Human Rights”, in which, having given 
definitions of the key words in the sub-topic, which he identified as peace, 
law and human rights, observed that without peace, no nation can prosper.  
He also acknowledged that Liberia is a signatory to and has domesticated 
several human rights treaties and protocols; 
 
Whereas, citing Article 11 (c) of the Constitution of Liberia, the Chief Justice 
admonished all persons, constitutional bodies, administrative authorities, 
private individuals and entities to “walk side by side with the law; not above 
it and not below it” because respect for the law is the foundation for peace; 
 
Whereas, the Chief Justice further stressed the need to respect, obey, abide 
by and adhere to the rule of  law as it guarantee human rights, peaceful co-
existence and stability of the country; 
 
Whereas, acknowledging the enormous constitutional powers of the 
Judiciary, to interpret and apply both statutory and customary laws of 
Liberia, the Chief Justice stated that the Judiciary will execute its 
constitutional duties fairly and impartially in line with the law, no matter 
who the parties may be; and called upon Liberians to resort to court in 
seeking redress instead of taking the laws into their own hands and using 
extra judicial means in settling disputes; 
 
Whereas, delivering the key note address, the Ambassador of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency James Gotuwan Dimka, speaking on the 
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Convention Theme, reflected on four key issues he deemed appurtenant to 
the topic: He highlighted 
 

1. “What would life without laws look like”, in which he quoted Thomas 
Hobbes, a 17th Century English philosopher, as describing such life as 
“solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short”; 

2. “Has the introduction of laws truly regulated human behavior in 
modern practice”; whereby he intoned that the advent of modern 
societies, democratic governments and international organizations 
have resulted into rapid development of more effective legal systems, 
which is a source of conflict resolution and determine standards for 
human behavior for the benefit  of the larger society; 

3. “Now that we have ‘working laws’ how do we keep them effective?” 
In addressing this issue the speaker observed that despite successes in 
the institution of laws, UN human rights agencies, advocacy groups, 
civil society organizations, as well as lawyers, are seemingly in 
constant battle to save the law from the custodians of the laws – the 
government; 

4. “Using these effective laws, how do we sustain peace, in a rapidly 
changing and globalized world”.  In expounding on this final question, 
the Guest Speaker advised the need for greater collaboration among 
the citizenry, civil societies and government to ensure sustained 
respect for law and human rights.  He further stressed the need for 
lawyers, civil society organizations, human right advocacy groups and 
other stakeholders to be aware of their advocacy responsibilities, 
which includes constant education of government and the citizens 
about their respective roles and expectations. 

 
WHEREAS, a Continuing Legal Education (CLE) was presented under two 
(2) topics:    (i) Trafficking in Persons, which was presented by Counselor 
Neto Lighe and Attorney Abraham Mitchell and moderated by Counsellor 
Juah Lawson, and (ii) ECOWAS Court Functions, Procedure and Access, 
which was presented by Counsellors Milton D. Taylor and Daku Mulbah 
and moderated by His Honor Associate Justice Yussif D. Kaba; 
 
WHEREAS, in the CLE Session on Trafficking in Persons, the following 
discussions, comments and responses were made: 
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1) That Trafficking In Person(TIP) is the recruitment, transportation, 

transferring, harboring or receipt of a person by means of threat or use 
of force or other means of coercion, or by abduction, fraud, deception, 
abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability, or by the giving or 
receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person 
having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation;   
 

2) Human smuggling is the procurement, in order to obtain, directly or 
indirectly, a financial or other material benefit, of the illegal entry of a 
person into a State of which the person is not a national or resident; 

 
3) The result of trafficking includes: domestic servitude, organized 

begging, enslavement, commercial labor, prostitution and 
pornography and the victims’ inability to report issues of this nature 
and its health implications on them makes them vulnerable; 
 

4) Trafficking In Persons comprises a grave threat to the human security 
of individuals and a major humanitarian issue; 

 
5) International instruments measuring progress towards addressing 

trafficking, such as the United States Department of State TIP Report, 
place Liberia in an untenable position; 

 
6) The Government of Liberia has made strides in addressing TIP 

including the passage of an Act to Ban Human Trafficking, the 2013 
amendment to the TIP Law, establishment of the Anti-Trafficking 
Taskforce, the Presidential Moratorium of 2013 on all Adoption 
Processes, the new Adoption Regulations, the development of the 
Second National Action Plan, as well as the Juvenile Diversion 
Guidelines of the Ministry of Justice; 

 
7) Challenges still abound including the lack of budgetary support, 

insecure border security and migration structures, the centralization of 
Women and Children Protection Sections of the Liberia National 
Police, ineffectiveness of the Anti-Trafficking Taskforce, and lack of 
public awareness around the issue of trafficking; therefore in order to 



 5 

address trafficking, it is important to prioritize prevention, 
prosecution, protection, and partnership with all stakeholders. 
 

 
WHEREAS, the CLE Session on ECOWAS Court Functions, Procedure and 
Access, provided information about the Court, as follows: 
 
1. That the Court has four jurisdictional areas:  1) Interpretation of the 

Community Treaty; (2) Conflict involving staff of community 
institutions; (3) Adjudication of matters between states, (4) violations 
of human rights by state party; 
 

2. That the Court does not interfere into the national judicial systems or 
political affairs of member states and it does not interpret national 
instruments and statutes  nor instruct how they are applied; 

 
3. That the Court hears complaints of human rights violations by states: 

their actions or inactions;  
 
4. That the sources of law of the Court are 1) the African Charter on 

Humans and People’s Rights (2) all international human rights 
instruments; 

 
5. That the court cannot review rulings of national courts, except where 

it is found that the human rights of a person were violated;  
 
6. That the Court requires that the order sought by the Applicant and the 

citation of laws relied upon for proof from of the case must be stated 
in the application; 

 
7. That pleadings may be served electronically but must be delivered 

physically subsequently 30 days from the date of lodgment; 
 
8. That the Court can hear actions against governments for failure to 

adhere to their treaty obligations; 
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9. That Member states and national courts may request issues related to 
the interpretation of ECOWAS Treaty to the International Court of 
Justice; 

 
10. That the Court’s Judgment can be enforced through political pressure 

by member states; 
 
11. That the Court and national courts complement each other;  but 

exhaustion of domestic remedies does not limit the Court’s 
jurisdiction.  However, the applicant should not be anonymous and 
that the matter must not be pending before another international court; 

 
12. That the statute of limitation for filing matters before the Court is three 

years; except for complaint of human rights violation which have no 
limitation, as per a ruling of the court. 

 
13. That the court has five judges who are selected by Member States and 

serve a term of four years on a rotational basis; 
 
14. That lawyers  appearing before the court may wear their local bar’s 

attire; 
 
WHEREAS, the President adjourned the first day’s session at 4:30pm; 
 
WHEREAS, the session for day two was convened at 7:00a.m. with a grand 
parade through the streets of Sanniquellie City; and the presentation of the 
National President’s Annual Report;  
 
Whereas, the National President of the Liberian National Bar Association 
gave his Annual Report about the activities of the Bar since his induction 
into office on January 25, 2019. He reported that 12 members of the bar had 
journeyed to glory; 
   
WHEREAS, the President reported to the body on the activities of the 
various committees of the Bar as follows: 
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1. Legal Aid Committee: The President reported that the Committee 
carried out legal aid activities though legal clinics in five counties 
(Montserrado, Margibi, Bong, Grand Bassa and Bomi) by providing 
pro-bono services to pre-trial detainees; mediating domestic relations 
and community-based disputes.  He stated that a total of 390 pro-bono 
cases were resolved.  The President greatly appreciated the work of the 
committee. 
 

2. Induction  Committee:  The President expressed gratitude to the 
committee for executing a beautiful induction ceremony. 

 
3. The Social Committee:  This committee was lauded for ably 

spearheading the successful hosting of several events during the year 
in review, to include the 2019 Assembly held in Kakata, Margibi 
County, the Law Day Program and the hosting by the LNBA of the 
Annual Conference of the African Bar, during which a resolution 
supporting the establishment of a war crimes court in Liberia and 
other resolutions were adopted. 

 
4. The Bar Journal Committee: The President informed the members that 

this committee is in the process of soliciting articles with the assurance 
that by 2020, at the quarterly assembly the first publication of the 
LNBA Journal will be published with funding assistance from LPAC. 

 
5. Continuing Legal Education:  This Committee conducted three CLE 

events, one each during the 2019 Quarterly assembly, the Law Day and 
another convened in Mamba Point for a total of 12.5 CLE credits.   The 
President stressed attending the CLE events is mandatory as it is a pre-
requisite to obtaining Good Standing Certificate from the Bar.  

 
6. Planning and Strategic Project Committee:  The President reported that 

this Committee  executed a Justice First Project in three counties 
(Grand Bassa, Bomi and Margibi) under a grant received from the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).  The 
Project provided public education to over 272 communities and policy-
makers. 
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7. Building Committee:   The President reported that not much was done 
due to the need to firstly pay the contractor the amount of 
US$60,000.00 for the foundation work.  The President also informed 
the membership that the committee is making arrangements with the 
contractor for commencement of the raising of the walls upon 
substantial payment of the Bar’s indebtedness. The President reported 
that presently, the bank balance of the building project account is at  
US$28,451.35 (Twenty Eight Thousand Four Hundred Forty One and 
Three Five United States Dollars). 
 

8. Grievance and Ethics Committee:  The President reported that this 
committee received and disposed of three complaints, including the 
challenge to the Grand Cape Mount County bar elections held in 2018 
on grounds of irregularity and fraud.  The Committee upheld the 
elections result and therefore recognized Cllr. Molley Gray, Jr. as the 
President of Grand Cape Mount County Bar. 

 
9. Auditing Committee:   The President intoned that this committee 

audited the financial records of the Bar and reported favorably about 
the internal control system but recommended improvements to the 
accounting system. 

 
Whereas, in an overview of the financial standing of the Bar, the President’s 
report shows a weak financial position, whereby he promised to improve 
this by being vigorous on the timely collection of bar dues from members; 
 
Whereas, the President’s report also informed the body that the LNBA had 
executed a Memorandum of Understanding with the LRA which authorizes 
the bar to issue licenses to its members upon payment of license fees by 
members to the LRA; to enable the LNBA protect the practice of law in 
Liberia by preventing non-lawyers from impersonating as lawyers;  
 
Whereas, the President also reported that a strategic plan and a Human 
Resource Policy were adopted by the National Executive Council; 
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WHEREAS, the President concluded his Report by commending all 
participants and asked for continued cooperation amongst members of the 
LNBA; 
 
WHEREAS, it was moved and seconded that the President’s Annual Report 
be turned over to the Resolution and Audit Committees; 
 
WHEREAS,  the CLE Session for day two began with a presentation  on Web-
based Research – Accessing Liberian Law on the Liberian Legal Information 
Institute (LIBERLII), made by Cllr. Luther Yorfee and moderated by Cllr. 
Jamal C. Dehtho, whereby presentation was made on the utilization of the 
(LIBERLII) search engines for accessing key information online regarding 
the published and unpublished Liberian laws using auto search and optional 
search engines (BOOLEAN) search connectors among others. 
 
WHEREAS, a presentation was made of the draft Act for the Establishment 
of War and Economic Crimes Court for Liberia by  Cllr. Jallah A. Barbu, in 
which he gave an overview of the draft Act, the Prospects and Challenges 
and some key features , some of which include provision for a trial chamber 
which would have three judges, two alternates and an appeal chamber 
which would have five judges. 
 
WHEREAS, the presentation indicated that the jurisdiction of the Court 
would generally be  “over matters which occurred primarily in Liberia”; 
stressing that the Act would establish an internationalized domestic 
competent war and economic crimes court to prosecute persons accused of 
committing domestic and international war and economic crimes against 
humanity, and other forms of Human Rights violations against the people 
of Liberia during Liberia’s heightened period of conflicts, between January 
1979 and October 14, 2003”; violations in relation to the principles of the 
Geneva Conventions, and of Additional Protocol ; other serious violations of 
international humanitarian law; and Crimes against Humanity, and 
Economic Crimes. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the Liberian National Bar Association, sitting at its 
Annual Convention 2019 resolved: 
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1.  That respect for the rule of law and human rights is a principle deeply 
enshrined in the Constitution of Liberia.  The LNBA therefore calls 
upon the government, citizens and everyone within the borders of 
Liberia to adhere to, respect and abide by the Constitution and laws of 
Liberia.  
 

2. That all persons must revert to the laws and judicial systems of Liberia 
to seek legal redress of disputes and refrain from using extra judicial 
means in settlement of disputes;  

 
3. That the LNBA affirms its legal obligation to protect the integrity of 

the principles of law that govern the Liberia; 
 

4. That lawyers are mandated to attend Continuing Legal Education 
sessions and obtain a minimum of 10 credits annually as required by 
the  CLE Regulation. 

 
5. That beginning 2020, the leadership of the Bar shall commence 

rigorous enforcement  of the  CLE Regulation and will not issue Good 
Standing Certificate to any lawyer who shall not have acquired the 
minimum CLE credits. 

 
6. That in order to achieve the construction of the Bar Headquarters, the 

Special Project Committee is mandated to collect from Counsellors at 
law and law firms the amount of US$,1,000.00 respectively, attorneys-
at-laws US$500.00 and law students $100, as was resolved during the 
2016 Annual Convention. 

 
7.  That the Bar ensures that its financial system be improved to confirm 

to generally accepted accounting principles as recommended by the 
Committee on Audit.  

 
8. That the National Executive Council should rigorously implement the 

decision of the Bar that law firms must be established by only 
Counsellors-at-Law with at least two years of practice. 
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9. That consistent with Article II, Section III and VII of the Constitution 
of the LNBA, members are hereby mandated to pay their annual 
membership dues no later than March 15 each year. 

 
10. That the leadership is mandated to inform all courts, administrative 

tribunals and employers of lawyers  who shall not be in good standing 
with the bar as of March 16 each year and request the courts, 
administrative tribunals and employers not to allow such lawyer to 
make appearance or practice law; 

 
11.  That all lawyers in default of payment of their annual bar dues are 

mandated to pay their arrears within six months as of March 15, 2020, 
or risk termination of their membership with the Bar, as provided by 
Article II, Section VII of the Constitution of the LNBA. 
 

12.  That having signing a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Liberia Revenue Authority with respect to the licensing of lawyers in 
good standing, the National Executive Council is mandated to 
immediate commence the issuance of licenses to lawyers. 

 
13. That a robust public awareness be made in Liberian communities by 

relevant stakeholders to alert residents to the danger of trafficking;  
 

14. That the LNBA will provide support for amendment of the Trafficking 
in Person Law relative to child-sex trafficking cases; 
 

15. That the LNBA will lead awareness raising efforts through its local 
bars as well as through its legal aid clinics in five (5) counties: 
Montserrado, Grand Bassa, Margibi, Bomi, and Bong; 

 
16. That the LNBA, as a member of the Liberlii board, will work in 

partnership with other stakeholders to include the Ministry of Justice, 
the Judicial Institute, the Louis Arthur Grimes School of Law, etc., to 
craft a viable, sustainable solution to ensure that LIBERLII becomes 
and remains an up- to- date, comprehensive and accessible online 
research tool about Liberian laws. 
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17. That the LNBA extends its thanks and appreciation to the following 

personalities and institutions for their assistance for the successful 
hosting of Convention 2019: 
 
His Honor Francis S. Korkpor, Chief Justice of the Republic of Liberia; 
His Honor Joseph N. Nagbe, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Liberia; 
His Honor Yussif D. Kaba, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Liberia; 
His Excellency James Gotuwan Dimka, Ambassador of the Federal 
Republic of Liberia for graciously serving as the Guest Speaker; 
The Legal Professional Development and Anti-Corruption Program of 
(LPAC); 
The Nimba Legislative Caucus, County officials and citizens of Nimba 
County 
Nimba County Bar Association 
 

The Convention was adjourned at 4:30 P.M.  
 
Done in the historic City of Sanniquellie, Nimba County, on this 30th day of 
November A.D 2019. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
By the Resolution Committee 
 
Cllr. J. Awia Vankan .……………………………………………….Chairman 
Atty. Bowoulo T. Kelley……………………………..…….……Co-chairperson 
Atty. Dr. S. Mohammed Sheriff ……………………………………….Secretary 
Student, Gerald Yekula……...…………………………………………..Member 
Cllr. William A. N. Gbaintor…………………………………………….Advisor 
 
 


