
THE KAKATA ASSEMBLY 2019 RESOLUTION  

OF THE LIBERIAN NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION 

 

 
WHEREAS; the Liberian National Bar Association (LNBA) convened its 2019 

Assembly in the City of Kakata, Margibi County, Republic of Liberia from March 

28-30; and  

 

WHEREAS; the National President of the Liberian National Bar Association, Cllr. 

Tiawan S. Gongloe officially opened the Assembly and briefly summarized 

activities of the Bar for the past two months, informed the body of his trip to 

Nigeria, and about the establishment of various Standing Committees, 

Subcommittees, and Special Committees; and 

 

WHEREAS; Cllr. William B. Kollie Sr., President of the Margibi County Bar 

Association welcomed the guests of the Assembly and assured them of the 

hospitality of the people of Margibi County; and 

 

WHEREAS; Cllr. Sylvester D. Rennie, Vice President of the LNBA recognized 

guests, including foreign dignitaries, local and international organizations, and 

institutions partnering with the LNBA and thanked them for their participation and 

engagement with the Bar. and 

 

WHEREAS; during the complimentary greetings, Associate Justice Sie-A-Nyene 

G. Yuoh, speaking on behalf of the Chief Justice, Francis S. Korkpor, who could 

not be present due to his current engagement at the house of Senate emphasized the 

numerous challenges faced by the Supreme Court including the size of the courts 

whose decisions are subject to appellate review by the Supreme Court from four 

counties in 1847 to fifteen counties today; the mandatory duties of the Supreme 

Court to review all outcomes of proceedings whether emanating from courts 

of records, courts not of records, administrative bodies, and all other 

authorities; and  the ongoing impeachment proceedings involving a Justice of 

the Supreme Court; and  

 

WHEREAS; Associate Justice Sie-A-Nyene G. Yuoh said in reference to remarks 

by the National President of the LNBA, Cllr. Tiawan S. Gongloe at the opening of 

the March 2019 Term of the Supreme Court of Liberia, that the Supreme Court had 

assigned eight (8) Motions on the Calendar for the March 2018 Term of the Court 



but had to re docket all eight cases because the lawyers who appeared for the 

parties either failed to file their briefs or returns. The lawyers involved and were 

fined between the amount of US$200.00 and US$400.00 for wasting the Court’s 

time; and  

 

WHEREAS; Associate Justice Youh also admonished lawyers practicing before 

the Supreme Court to take cognizance of the Terms of Court and file their requisite 

pleading and be in readiness when their cases are called; and 

 

WHEREAS; Associate Justice Youh also frowned on the failure of lawyers to 

attend functions of the Bar when the Supreme Court has suspended the opertions of 

Courts to facilitate attendance. 

 

WHEREAS; Former Associate Justice Philips A. Z. Banks III, 

delivering the Keynote address in place of Former Chief Justice Gloria 

Musu Scott who could not be present due to circumstances beyond her 

control, emphasized adherence to the international humanitarian laws to 

avoid violations of the rights of others, mentioning that such violations 

specifically gave birth to the Liberian civil crisis and concluding that 

reconciliation is necessary but finding a closure to the crisis must 

include accountability; and 
 

WHEREAS; the Assembly listed two topics for the Continuing Legal 

Education with Cllr. Francis Johnson Allison, Atty. Bartholomew B. Colley 

and Barrister Melron Nicol- Wilson serving as panelists for the first topic: 

Accountability or Impunity: Putting a Closure to the 14 years Civil War; 

while Cllr. Dr. Jallah A. Barbu, Cllr. and Cllr. Milton D. Taylor also served 

as panelists for the second topic: Discretionary Power to issue Remedial Writ 

Vs. Due Process Rights; and 

 

WHEREAS; Barrister Melron Nicol-Wilson from the Sierra Leone Bar, 

Republic of Sierra Leone, speaking from the Sierra Leone experience, 

stressed that people who commits crime against humanity must be 

punished so as to put an end to impunity. He said in the case of Sierra 

Leone, the chapter for the bitter past has been closed and respect for the 

Rule of Law restored; and 



WHEREAS; Barrister Melron Nicol-Wilson described the failure to hold 

war crime suspects accountable as an act of punishing people for lesser 

crimes and letting people of greater crimes off the hook; hence, a recipe 

for the commission of more heinous crimes.  He therefore challenged his 

Liberian counterparts to play an active role in ensuring that Liberians 

accept or reject the TRC recommendations; and 

 

WHEREAS; former Chief Justice Francis Johnson-Allison also on the 

topic elaborated strongly on the need to put an end to impunity by 

ensuring that those who perpetrated crimes against humanity are 

prosecuted and punished if found guilty. Former Chief Justice Allison 

further stressed that the failure to punish people who commits crime will 

serve as an incentive for the continuous abuse of human rights and the 

commission of more crimes; and 

 

WHEREAS; former Chief Justice Johnson-Allison also stressed that 

accountability is not optional. She mentioned that Liberia should follow 

the experiences of Kigali and Sierra Leone in ensuring accountability. 

She closed her presentation by saying that punishing crime is not self-

executing but the citizens should be involved because sovereignty does 

not reside with the leaders but the people. Hence, the people must take 

the lead; and 

 

WHEREAS; Atty. Rev. Bartholomew B. Colley elaborated on the topic 

under discussion and stressed that impunity or accountability in Liberia 

has been a soft process. He then said Liberia has been held hostage and 

emphasized three main reasons for the crisis in Liberia. They include: 

interactive warring over land, human and commercial trade and political 

legitimacy or triggers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the LNBA conducted an election to fill the three remaining 

vacancies on the Executive Council; 

 

 

Now therefore, it is hereby resolved as follows to wit: 



1. That the leadership of the LNBA should engage the relevant 

authorities to enter into an MOU that enables the LNBA to issue 

License to practicing lawyers once the fee has been paid to the 

Government of Liberia.  

 

2. That the Liberian National Bar Association (LNBA) 

overwhelmingly approved, voted for the implementation of the 

TRC Report including, in particular, the establishment of War 

Crimes and Economic Crimes Court for the Republic of Liberia 

and called on the Government of Liberia and all necessary state 

and non-state actors to take the necessary actions in the realization 

of this decision.   

 

3. That the leadership of the LNBA engage stakeholders for the 

implementation of the Assembly’s decision for the establishment 

of intermediary appellate courts. 

 

4. That the following lawyers have been elected and inducted into 

office to complete the composition of the Executive Council of the 

Liberian National Bar Association with all rights and privileges 

appertaining thereto. They are: Cllr. Frederick L.M. Gbemie, Atty. 

A. Kundukai Jaleiba and Atty. Preston Chea Doe. 

 

5. That the President is mandated to extend gratitude to the Margibi 

County Bar Association, the City Mayor of Kakata, the 

Superintendent and other officials of Margibi County, foreign 

guests and other invitees of the Bar. And  

 

Done in the City of Kakata, Margibi 

County, Republic of Liberia on this 

30th day of March, 2019 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  



 

The 2019 Assembly Resolution Committee 

 

 

 

Cllr. Stanley Kparkillen   Cllr. Milton D. Taylor 

Chairman       Member 

 

 

Atty. T. Emmanuel Tomah   Atty. Khadijatu Tall Nasser 

 Member      Member 

 

 

Atty. Asatu Bah-Kenneth   Atty. Paul Yeenie Harry 

 Member      Member 

 

 

Ms. Theresa Paasewe    Cllr. Boakai Kanneh 

Member      Advisor  

 


